
 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact:  

Faye Gibson, Parks and Recreation Committee 

City of Apalachicola, Parks & Recreation Committee 

Phone: (850) 508-3857 Email: fromthepark@gmail.com 

 

Celebrate Apalachicola’s Lafayette Park with a Rededication Ceremony Honoring Marie 

Marshall 

Apalachicola, Fla. – March 3, 2026 – The City of Apalachicola is proud to announce the grand 

reopening and rededication of Lafayette Park on Saturday, March 14, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. The 

ceremony, held at the newly restored gazebo, will honor the tireless efforts of the 

Historic Apalachicola Foundation—particularly longtime champion Marie Marshall—and the 

many volunteers, donors, and tradespeople who helped bring the park back to life. 

You are invited to join the celebration of not only a beautiful, revitalized space, but also of the 

spirit of collaboration that makes Apalachicola a place we’re proud to call home. 

A Look Back 

Roughly 190 years ago, the Apalachicola Land Company commissioned design of Apalachicola’s 

city plan. The City of Apalachicola will gather on Saturday, March 14, 2026, to rededicate 

Lafayette Park, one of the most important features of the historic city plan. 

The City is also pausing to thank the Historic Apalachicola Foundation Inc., and its board of 

directors as well as the design professionals, past and present local City leadership, and dedicated 

citizens who have, for the last 35 years, joined together to patiently and persistently advocate for 

maintaining and improving one of the City of Apalachicola‘s most precious public spaces. 

A focal point of Apalachicola’s original city plan, Lafayette Park - - originally designated 

Lafayette Promenade - - provides residents and visitors with a sweeping view of the 

Apalachicola Bay. For many years, the Park provided the public with simple open space, 

improved by a square concrete platform ringed by a steel railing, which periodically served as a 

bandstand, so young people could dance. 

The City first began to reimagine possibilities for the Park in the early 1970s when it retained 

native-born architect Willoughby Marks Marshall and his Boston-based architectural firm to 

conduct a comprehensive study of the city’s historic resources. This study, Apalachicola: 

Economic Development Through Historic Preservation (1975), recommended that the city 

promote restoration and adaptive reuse of its diverse and rich historic built environment. The 

1975 study also emphasized the city’s capacity to catalyze historic preservation and 
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redevelopment efforts by reclaiming and revitalizing the original six (6) public squares and two 

parks or “promenades” that create vistas and recreational spaces to enhance the lives of residents 

and visitors alike. The comprehensive planning study highlighted Lafayette Park as one of the 

city’s most important historic open spaces. In 1976, The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) recognized Willoughby Marshall’s firm, the City of Apalachicola, and the 

State of Florida’s then-Department of Community Affairs with a Special Mention as part of 

HUD’s Biennial Awards for Design Excellence. 

In the late 1980s, the Historic Apalachicola Foundation, Inc. secured generous support from the 

Alfred I. DuPont Foundation, and the State of Florida’s then-Department of Outdoor Recreation 

(now Florida Department of Environmental Protection) as well as the Florida Legislature to fund 

Lafayette Park’s redevelopment. The Foundation, under the leadership of its president, Marie 

Marshall, and its board of directors, including late residents Kathleen Hays, Clark Holmes, 

Commissioner Frank Cook, Irma Barber, and Faith Whiteside, as well as still thriving Wesley 

Chesnut, Frances Cook, Sharon Carlson, Attorney Barbara Sanders, and Professor E. L. Roy 

Hunt of the University of Florida Levin College of Law, partnered with the City of Apalachicola 

to recreate a space where Apalachicola residents and out-town visitors could gather for important 

community and personal celebrations.   

Residents and visitors alike enjoy the Park as a vantage point to appreciate not only the city’s 

historic charm, but also the extraordinary natural beauty and resources that embrace the city. The 

Park’s beauty and inclusivity is enhanced by the redevelopment of the Park’s children’s play area 

through a generous gift from David and Michaelin Watts as well as the recently restored walk to 

the Bay and Lafayette Park pier thanks to FEMA funding following Hurricane Michael and the 

leadership of John Solomon, on behalf of the Franklin County Tourist Development Council and 

Franklin’s Chamber of Commerce.  Most recently, the Foundation funded a complete 

replacement of the Park’s lighting system, substantial repairs to and repainting of the Park’s 

much-loved gazebo, new lighting for the Park, purchase and installation of granite bollards and 

curbing, and creation of additional dedicated parking. All of this work demanded the 

contributions of a broad team of professionals and citizens including but not limited to Creighton 

Brown, Poloronis Construction (original contractors for redevelopment of the Park in 1991), the 

City of Apalachicola’s citizen-led Parks and Tree committees, and the City Commission which 

secured grant funding from the State of Florida’s Department of Agriculture to plant additional 

trees.  

What’s New at Lafayette Park? 

Lafayette Park is a four-acre city park that was established in 1832, restored in 1992 and has 

been revitalized with funding provided by Mrs. Marshall and the Historic Apalachicola 

Foundation. Most recently this work has included:  

Pathway lights and gazebo illumination: Selection, purchase and installation of historically 

appropriate pathway lights and gazebo illumination, installed in 2022. 



 

 

Fully Accessible Gazebo: Rebuilt and freshly painted to meet ADA standards. 

Durable Granite Coping: Granite edging now outlines the perimeter and designates parking. 

Lafayette Park improvements have been made possible through the efforts of others in our 

community including: 

• Michaelin and David Watts donated $12,000 for playground equipment in 2016; 

• Playground development oversight was donated by Poloronis Construction and labor 

provided by the Conservation Corps; 

• City employees updated the sprinkler system, landscaping and improved parking and 

walkways and continue to provide regular maintenance and upkeep; 

• City staff oversaw contracts and legal work to accomplish all the work on the park and 

the associated reclaimed parking; 

• John Solomon secured TDC funds to complete the pavilion at the end of the Lafayette 

Park pier; 

• The landscape plan for recent plantings was created by Rebecca Stafford; 

• Ace Hardware provided equipment and labor for placing granite coping; 

• Tim Poloronis of Poloronis Construction sited and installed the granite coping; 

• Diaz Painting Services cleaned and painted the gazebo; 

• Creighton Brown contributed expertise for the installation of the granite coping as well as 

project oversite of additional aspects of the park; 

• Despina George serves as the city commission liaison to the Apalachicola Parks and 

Recreation committee; 

• Donna Ingle, Faye Gibson and other members of the Apalachicola Parks and Recreation 

committee, chaired by Torben Madson, have shepherded many of the improvements; 

• Dennis Winterringer, Scott Davis, Sam Berkheiser and other members of the 

Apalachicola Tree committee have supervised the selection and installation of trees; 

• Leslie Glaze coordinated the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

grant that provided the funds for 34 native trees that were planted in 2025; 

• Mike Cates of Cates Electric effected the light installation; 

• Jane and Hampton Howard who dedicated memorial bricks which will be unveiled at the 

rededication; and, 

• Many others who have contributed time, energy and money. 

Rededication Ceremony Highlights 

Ribbon‑Cutting: Formal ribbon cut to signal the park’s official reopening. 

Live Music: Molly B. Moon and Rieley O’Connor-modern folk artist/musicians whose original, 

genre-defying songs tell a story that celebrates life in a complex world. 



 

 

Speeches & Resolution: Brief remarks from city officials and a special resolution honoring 

Marie Marshall. 

Memorial Brick Unveiling: Brick donors invited to step forward for a moment of recognition. 

Join us in celebrating a revitalized Lafayette Park—a testament to what Apalachicola can achieve 

when we work together. 

For media inquiries, please contact Faye Gibson at (850) 508-3857 or fromthepark@gmail.com 
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